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CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 4507 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, CB, LA 

SUB J : LAO RECOGNITION OF PRG AND GRUNK 

PRIOR TO MY DEPARTURE FOR WASHINGTON ON CONSULTATION, 

I RAISED WITH PRIME MINISTER SOUVANNA PHOUMA THE 
QUESTION OF POSSIBLE LAO RECOGNITION OF THE PRG AND 
GRUNK. THE PM REPLIED THAT HE EXPECTED THIS QUESTION 
TO BE RAISED AT NEXT WEEK'S CABINET MEETING BUT THAT 
HE EXPECTED TO BE ABLE TO DEFER CONSIDERATION OF THIS 
ISSUE. HE SAID HE WAS GOING TO LUANG PRABANG TOMORROW 
WHERE HE WOULD SEE PRINCE SOUPHANOUVONG AND THAT HE 
WOULD DISCUSS THIS QUESTION WITH HIM. THE PM ADDED 
THAT HIS VIEWS ON THE RECOGNITION OF THE PRG AND 
GRUNK WERE WELL KNOWN AND HE APPEARED CONFIDENT THAT 
HE COULD HANDLE THE PROBLEM IN THE NEW PROVISIONAL 
GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL UNION. 
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